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relatesl that Constantine the Great would be buried In the porch of the
Church of the Apostles, " that he might enjoy the communication of the
holy prayers, the mystical sacrifice, and the divine ceremonies/' The
same historian testifies2 that after his death " numberless multitudes
poured forth prayers to God with sighs and tears for the soul of the emperor,
repaying a most grateful office to that pious prince. St Paulinus, upon
his brother's death, wrote to his friends, earnestly recommending him to
their prayers, that by them his poor soul amidst scorching flames might
receive the dew of refreshment and comfort.3 St Ambrose, writing to one
Faustinus, who grieved immoderately for the death of his sister, says,
" I do not think your sister ought to excite your tears, but your prayers:
nor that her soul is to be dishonoured by weeping, but rather recommended
to God by sacrifices." 4 In his funeral oration on the great Theodosius
he prays thus, " Give perfect rest to thy servant, Theodosius/' And again:
" I loved him, therefore I follow him unto the country of the living.
Neither will I forsake him till by tears and prayers I shall bring the man
whither his merits call him, unto the holy mountain of the Lord/' He
mentions the most solemn obsequies and sacrifices on the thirtieth, some-
times fortieth day,5 for so long they were continued; but on the third,
seventh, and thirtieth days with particular solemnity.6 St Gregory the
Great mentions that he having ordered thirty masses to be sung for a
monk named Justus, on the thirtieth day after the last mass was said
Justus appeared to Copiosus, his provost, and said, " I was in pain, but
now am well/'

Those of whom we speak are not damned souls, enemies of God>
separated or alienated from him; but illustrious conquerors of the devil,
the world, and hell; holy spirits laden with merits and graces, and bearing
the precious badge of their dignity and honour by the nuptial robe of the
Lamb, with which, by an indefeasible right, they are clothed. They are
the sons of God, heirs of his glory and saints. Yet they are now in a
state of suffering, and endure greater torments than it is possible for
anyone to suffer, or for our imagination to represent to itself, in this
mortal life. They suffer the privation of God, says the council of Florence,
the most dreadful of all torments. No tongue can express what a cruel
pain this is to a soul separated from the body, impetuously desiring to
attain to God, her centre. She seems just enjoying him, attracted by his
infinite charms, and carried towards him by a strong innate bent not to
be conceived: yet is violently repelled and held back. Whence the poor
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